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Dear Colleagues,

We would like to share with you the great privilege of having the occasion to host
the 19th Annual Meeting of the Mediterranean Association of Cardiology and Cardiac
Surgery - MACCS 2007 in Opatija, Croatia from 27th to 30th September 2007.

We are doing our best to welcome all of you in our country with an outstanding
overall programme, a high standard scientific programme divided into parallel
sessions on specific topics dedicated to cardiology and cardiac surgery, a faculty
being led by some of the world-renowned cardiologists and cardiac surgeons, who
will present the latest advances in research and clinical practice.

Among this, time will be spent to discuss topics and subjects that are part of our daily
practice, especially those related to the peculiarities of our region. We cannot forget
that we work in three different continents but we are connected and united by the
Mediterranean, the most beautiful Sea of the world.

Let us then invite you to Opatija, Croatia’s pearl, where Central Europe merges
with Adriatic and Mediterranean seas and cultures.

Whether you are visiting our Country for the first time or you are an experienced
international traveller, your stay in Opatija will prove to be an enriching and
unique experience!

We are looking forward to welcoming you in Opatija!

Best regards.
a &

Prof. Dr. lvan Jeli¢, FETCS Prof. Dr. Davor Milici¢, FESC

President MACCS 2006-2007 Chairm ardiplogy MACCS 2007
Chairmany Careiac Surgery MA}GS 2007 A~ f;(_/\
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O. ALFIERI - San Raffaele Hospital,
University of Milan, Italy

LJ. BANFIC - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

D. BELINA - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

S. BENUSSI - San Raffaele Hospital, Milan,
Italy

0. M. BICAL - Hopital Saint Joseph, Paris,
France

D.E. BIRNBAUM - University Clinic of
Regensburg, Germany

R.M. BOLMAN Il - Harvard Medical School,
Boston, USA

Z. BOSNJAK - Milwaukee Medical School, USA
C. BOTHA - Heart Center Bodensee,
Konstanz, Germany

M. BERGOVEC - University Hospital
Dubrava, Zagreb, Croatia

C. CABROL - Hopital de la Pitie, Paris,
France

V. CORIC - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

I. CIKES - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

R. DI BARTOLOMEO - Hospital S. Orsola
Malpighi, University of Bologna, Italy

A. DI LENARDA - University Hospital,
Trieste, Itay

G.D. DREYFUS - Royal Brompton and
Harefield NHS Trust Harefield Hospital, UK
A. ERNST - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

R.R. FAVALORO - Favaloro University,
Buenos Aires, Argentina

R. FERRARI - University Hospital, Ferrara,
Italy

P.M. FIORETTI - University Hospital,
Udine, Italy

Z. FRAS - University Hospital Center,
Ljubljana, Slovenia

D. GAITA - University of Temisoara, Romania

FACULTY, INVITED SPEAKERS & CHAIRPERSONS

H. GASPAROVIC - University Hospital
Center, Zagreb, Croatia

B. GERSAK - Clinical Center Ljubljana,
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

V. GOLDNER - University of Zagreb, Croatia
I. GREGORIC - Texas Heart Institute and

St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital, University of
Texas, Houston, USA

C. HAMM - Kerchoff Klinik, Bad Neuheim,
Germany

V. HRASKA - Deutsches Kinderzzentrum
Herz-und Thoraxchirurgie, Sankt Augustin,
Germany

K. HUBER - Wilhelminenspital, Vienna,
Austria

I. HUSEDZINOVIC - University Hospital
Dubrava, Zagreb, Croatia

N. IVIC - Hesperia Hospital, Modena, ltaly
I. JELIC - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

A. JOVIC - General Hospital, Zadar, Croatia
S. JULIUS - Ann Arbor University, Michigan, USA
S.S. KABBANI - Damascus University
Medical School, Syria

J. KAUTZNER - Institute of Experimental
Cardiology, Prague, Czech Repulic

M. KENDA - University Hospital Center,
Ljubljana, Slovenia

Z. KRAJCER - Texas Heart Institute,
Houston, USA

F. LECA - Necker Enfants Malades,
University of Paris, France

A. LEKIC - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

U. LIVI - University of Udine Medical
School, Italy

B. LUDERITZ - University of Bonn, Germany
V. MAJERIC-KOGLER - University Hospital
Center, Zagreb, Croatia

A.J. MANOLIS - University of Athens, Greece

Z. MAVRIC - University Hospital Center,
Rijeka, Croatia



M. MEYER - University of Hannover,
Germany

S. MIHATOV - University of Zagreb, Croatia
D. MILICIC - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

V. MITROVIC - Kerchoff Klinik, Bad
Neuheim, Germany

F. MOKADAAM - Mayo Clinic, Rochester, USA
V. NIKOLIC HEIZLER - University Hospital
Sisters of Mercy, Zagreb, Croatia

M. NOC - University Hospital Center,
Ljubljana, Slovenia

A. OTO - University of Ankara, Turkey

0. OTO - Dokuz Eylul University Hospital,
Izmir, Turkey

L. PARENZAN - European School for
Cardio-thoracic Surgery, Bergamo, Italy
M. PASIC - Deutsches Herzzentrum,
University of Berlin, Germany

R. PAACHER - AKH, Vienna, Austria

D. PETRAC - University Hospital Sisters of
Mercy, Zagreb, Croatia

A. PIERANGELI - Hesperia Hospital,
Modena, Italy

F. PINTO - University Hospital, Lisbon,
Portugal

D. PLANINC - University Hospital Sisters
of Mercy, Zagreb, Croatia

S. POLIC - University Hospital, Split,
Croatia

N. RADOVANOVIC - MC Medicor and
University of Novi Sad, Izola, Slovenia

G. READER - Mayo Clinic, Rochester, USA
Z. REINER - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

F. ROBICSEK - University of North
Carolina, Charlotte, USA

K. SAADE - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

S. SANDRIC - University Hospital Center
Agostino Gemelli, Rome, Italy

H.V. SCHAFF - Mayo Clinic, Rochester, USA

2

C. SIMPFENDORFER - Cleveland
Clinic,USA

J. SEPAROVIC HANZEVACKI - University
Hospital Center, Zagreb, Croatia

M. SESTO - Magdalena Hospital for
Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery, Krapinske
Toplice, Croatia

A. SMALCELJ - University Hospital
Center, Zagreb, Croatia

K. STEINBACH - Wilhelminenspital,
Vienna, Austria

G. STEFANELLI - Hesperia Hospital,
Modena, Italy

M. STROZZI - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

G. SUTHERLAND - St. George’s Hospital,
London, UK

D.P. TAGGART - John Radcliffe Hospital,
University of Oxford, UK

B.S. TAYLOR - The University of
Pittsburgh Medical Center, USA

G.B. TEDY - Sacre Coeur Hospital, Beirut,
Lebanon

M.1. TURINA - University Hospital,
University of Zurich, Switzerland

R. UGLJEN - University Hospital Center,
Zagreb, Croatia

F. UNGER - European Academy for
Sciences and Arts and University of
Salzburg, Austria

P. VARDAS - University Hospital,
Herakleion, Greece

B. VIDNE - Rabin Medical Center, Tel Aviv
University, Bellinson Campus, Israel

L.K. VON SEGESSER - University Hospital
CHUV, Lausanne, Switzerland

M. WOLTZT - AKH, Vienna, Austria

F. ZACA - Hesperia Hospital, Modena, Italy
L. ZAPUTOVIC - University Hospital
Center, Rijeka, Croatia

M. ZORC - MC Medicor Cardiovascular
Institute, Izola, University of Ljubljana,
Slovenia
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PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE
Thursday BENEUE@yAVI VA 14.00
15.00 - 18.00
18.00
20.00
Friday NGNS piioral 8.30 - 19.00
Saturday NEiEy @A Avioa 8.30 - 19.00
20.00
Sunday NGNS ge (oAl 9.00 - 13.00

13.00

Registration of Participants
Plenary Scientific Sessions
Opening Address and Introduction
Welcome Get-together Evening
Plenary Scientific Sessions
Poster Sessions

Satellite Symposia

Selected Papers

Plenary Scientific Sessions
Poster Sessions

Satellite Symposia

Selected Papers

Gala Dinner

Plenary Scientific Sessions
Poster Sessions

Satellite Symposia

Selected Papers

Farewell Drink

2007
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MAIN TOPICS

CARDIOLOGY

» Acute Coronary Syndromes

« Heart Failure and Transplantation

« Peripheral Vascular Diseases

» Genetics in Cardiology

e Arrhythmology and Cardiac Pacing

» Metabolic Syndrome

« Cardiac Imaging

« Cardiovascular Prevention and Rehabilitation
 Free Topics

CARDIAC SURGERY

« Surgical Treatment of Atrial Fibrillation

MAIN TOPICS

 Mitral Valve Repair
« Did we forget about the Tricuspid Valve?
« Coronary Artery Bypass Reoperations

« Surgery of the Aortic Root, Aortic Arch and Descending Thoracic Aorta
» Controversies in Cardiac Surgery

« Surgical Options in the Treatment of End-stage Heart Disease

« Surgical Treatment of Congenital Heart Disease

» Advances in Cardiac Anaesthesiology

» Free Topics
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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

Abstracts for the 19th Annual Meeting of the Mediterranean Association of Cardiology and
Cardiac Surgery (MACCS 2007) can be submitted to the Conference Secretariat (maccs2007@
alphastudio.it) only by e-mail as an MS Word attachment.

An acknowledgement of receipt of your submission will be sent to your e-mail address
after the submission. Please consider that only abstracts corresponding to the editorial
guidelines will enter the review process.

The material must not have been published or presented at any major meeting before.
Abstract submissions will be accepted from January 31, 2007. Original contributions on
any of the topics of the congress are welcome.

IMPORTANT DEADLINES

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION FROM JANUARY 31, 2007
ABSTRACT SUBMISSION DEADLINE MAY 15, 2007
NOTIFICATION OF ABSTRACT ACCEPTANCE / REJECTION JUNE 30, 2007
LOW FEE PRE-REGISTRATION UNTIL MAY 15, 2007

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES FOR ALL ABSTRACT SUBMISSION:

» The abstract language is English

» Abstracts must be submitted by e-mail as Word (.doc) attachment

« Type the abstracts in small letters (Arial 10)

« Type the title of the abstract in capital bold letters

« The text should not exceed 400 words. The use of tables or figures is not allowed

« The title of the abstract must be printed in CAPITAL LETTERS; the name(s) of the author(s)
should be preceded by the initials (omit titles).

 Underline the name of the presenting author(s) only.

» The abstract must consist of four paragraphs labelled OBJECTIVE, METHODS, RESULTS,
CONCLUSIONS. This does not apply to “Case reports”.

» Mark the category which best describes the subject of your abstract on the basis of the
topics listed (Categories: Cardiac Surgery, Cardiology).

« Indicate the preferred form of the presentation: oral or poster presentation.

2007



INSTRUCTIONS FOR ORAL PRESENTATION

Only presentation in Power Point will be allowed. Be sure to bring your presenta-
tion on a CD-rom or memory stick; floppy disks are not allowed; the use of personal
lap-tops for presentation is discouraged.

The time for presentation will be 7 minutes + 3 minutes of discussion.

Material for presentation will be uploaded in the Speaker’s Centre at least 2 hours
before the presentation. We encourage you to check your presentation in the
Speaker’s Media Centre well in advance.

For the early morning sessions, please present your CD-rom at Speaker’s Media
Centre the day before.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR POSTER PRESENTATION

Posters must be brought in person by the author and should not be mailed in ad-
vance. The required size is 90 cm (width) x 140 cm (height). Illustrations must be
produced heavily and clearly, so that all posters can be readable from a distance
of 1.5 metres. At the top of the poster, in bold lettering of about 2.5 to 3 cm size,
please provide the title of the paper, name(s) of the author (s), and affiliation.

The best posters will be selected for an oral mini presentation (5 minutes, 5 slides
with the first reproducing the poster).
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DATE
September 27-30 2007

1

VENUE

Congress Centre of the Hotel Ambasador,
F. Persi¢a 1, 51410 Opatija, Croatia

CONGRESS LANGUAGE
The official language of the Congress is English.

REGISTRATION

On-line registration is strongly recommended on the website www.maccs2007.org
In case you do not have internet access, fill in the enclosed form and return it by mail or
fax to:

ALPHA STUDIO S.a.s.
Via G. Carducci 30, 34125 Trieste (Italy), fax: +39 040 7600123

Deadline for Early Bird registration is June 30, 2007.
After this date the regular registration fee will be applied.

Due to organizing reasons on-site registration is strongly discouraged (in case of on-site
registration the International Organizing Secretariat does not assure availability of the
congress material).

REGISTRATION FEES

. o Early Bird Fee Regular Fee
All fees include 20% VAT I After June 30, 2007
PARTICIPANTS € 350,00 € 450,00
ACCOMPANYING PERSONS € 150,00 € 150,00

The registration fee for participants includes:
Admission to scientific sessions, congress kit, certificate of attendance, coffee breaks and
working lunch, welcome reception, gala dinner

The registration fee for accompanying persons includes:

welcome reception, gala dinner



PAYMENT
Payment of registration fees should be made in Euros by:

« Credit card: Please supply all necessary details of your credit card and authorize
the withdrawal procedure. Only VISA and MASTERCARD are accepted.
By bank transfer:

SWIFT BIC: BNLITRR TSX
IBAN: IT83 E010 0502 2020 0000 0006422

Please, specify: fee for MACCS 07

Bank expenses to be charged to the payer.

Fully detailed bank receipt to be enclosed to the registration form!

For on-line registrations send by fax the bank receipt at +39 040 7600123

HOTEL RESERVATION

On-line hotel reservation is strongly recommended on www.maccs2007.org

If you wish to make a hotel reservation, fill in the proper spaces on the registra-
tion form. Rooms will be allocated on a first come-first served basis. The number
of pre-booked rooms is limited. Thereafter, delegates shall have to arrange their
reservation on their own.

Should the preferred hotel category be full, you will be contacted for the best avail-
able alternative. Please note that all the hotels are located within only a 10-minute
walking distance from the Congress venue.

To process and guarantee your reservation always forward your credit card details.

No reservation can be accepted unless credit card details have been supplied.
Please note that the accommodation will be paid directly to the hotel.

Category Hotel Single Room Double Room
>k kK Kk MILENIJ € 101,00 € 150,00
* Kk Kk Kk k AMBASADOR € 86,00 €122,00
* k * %k k ADRIATIC € 81,00 € 112,00
* x % Kk MIRAMAR € 214,92 € 230,92
* & * k MOZART € 110,00 € 164,00
* k Kk x GRAND €92,00 € 136,00
* * Kk k BRISTOL €76,00 € 122,00
* * % Kk ADMIRAL €76,00 € 102,00
* % % X KRISTAL €76,00 € 102,00
* & * k ASTORIA € 68,00 €99,00
* >k GALEB €76,00 € 120,00
* % * IMPERIAL €52,00 € 74,00

Above prices are per room on Bed & Breakfast basis and include taxes.
For group bookings, please contact the International Organizing Secretariat ALPHA STUDIO
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CANCELLATION OF HOTEL RESERVATIONS

A written notification must be sent to Alpha Studio before August 31, 2007. If cancellation
is received after this date, an amount equivalent to a one-night cost will be charged on
your credit card.

In the event of non-arrival after h 22.00, the reservation will automatically be released by
the hotel and one-night cost will be charged on your credit card.

However, if you know you will be arriving later than 22.00, please remember to tick the
proper box on the form.

PRE AND POST-CONGRESS TOURS

We are preparing a very stimulating pre and post-congress programme as well as one-day
sightseeing tours.
All information will be soon available on www.maccs2007.org

IMPORTANT DATES

o DEADLINE FOR HOTEL BOOKING AUGUST 1, 2007
o DEADLINE FOR EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FEE JUNE 30, 2007
» DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION MAY 15, 2007
HOW TO ARRIVE
By plane:

Zagreb International Airport (Croatia) - distance from Opatija: 165 km - www.zagreb-airport.hr
Pula Airport (Croatia) - distance from Opatija: 100 km - www.airport-pula.com

Trieste Ronchi dei Legionari International Airport (ltaly) - distance from Opatija: 105 km
www.aeroporto.fvg.it

Venice Marco Polo International Airport (Italy) - distance from Opatija: 220 km
www.veniceairport.it

By train:
Station of Rijeka. The Congress Centre is easily reachable either by bus (bus n. 32) or taxi.

By sea:
Port of Rijeka. The Congress Centre is easily reachable either by bus (bus n. 32) or taxi.

OFFICIAL CARRIER

The official carrier for MACCS 2007 is Croatia Airlines.
For more information see www.maccs2007.org

“CROATIA AIRLINES

-~
A REGIONAL STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER V‘,H""
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TECHNOLOGICAL EXHIBITION

The medical industry exhibits will take place and can be visited during the Congress.
Access is free to all registered participants.

NAME BADGES/ADMISSION

Name badges will be distributed at the registration desk. Participants without name
badges will not be admitted to the Congress activities.

SUGGESTED DRESS CODE

Scientific sessions: Business casual
Gala dinner: Formal

VISA

Participants needing a visa for entry
to Croatia are strongly advised to
make their application in their home
country in useful time before the
intended date of travel. If in doubt,
please contact your nearest Croatian
diplomatic mission or consular of-
fice, or check on
www.mfa.hr/MVP.asp?pcpid=1615

Upon request, the Organizing Committee will be pleased to send a Letter of invitation
to all participants who should need it, in order to facilitate visa and other formalities.

Please note that this letter is not a commitment on the part of the organizers to
provide any financial support.

GENERAL INFORMATION

BANK AND CURRENCY EXCHANGE

The currency is the Croatian Kuna; 1 Kuna corresponds to USD 0,1791 and to Euro
0,1361 (exchange rate updated December 21, 2006).

Foreign currency can be exchanged at the airport or the front desk of your hotel.
Local banks are open from Monday to Friday from 8.00 to 14.30.

CREDIT CARDS
All major credit cards are accepted in Croatia by restaurants, hotels and shops.
Please note that:

« for the payment of the registration fee and for the hotel booking guarantee only
VISA and MASTERCAD are accepted

« the on site Secretariat will not be able to accept any payment by credit cards. Only
cash payments will be accepted.
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INSURANCE

The meeting organizers cannot accept li-
ability for personal injuries sustained or
for loss or damage to property belonging
to Congress participants (or their ac-
companying persons) either during or as
a result of the meeting. Please obtain
proper travel and health insurance prior
to your trip.

TIPPING

Tipping is not mandatory in Croatia. How-
ever it is customary to add 10% in restau-
rants if you are satisfied with the service.

TELEPHONES

The international dialling code for Croatia is
+385, and the code for Opatija is (0)51.
International calls: 00 + country code +
city code + telephone number
International and National calls can be
easily made at public payphones.

Phone cards are widely available in shops.
In Opatija there is a good GSM coverage
for Mobile Phones

ELECTRICITY
The electricity in Croatia is 220 volts.

INTERNET ZONE
INFORMATION CENTRE

Internet Zone and Information Centre will
be available.

WEB SITE

The Congress website is
www.maccs2007.org

All the details concerning the Congress will
be updated regularly on this site. Registra-
tion is strongly recommended through the
website, payment is to be made by credit
card.




CHARTING THE COURSE

From where you are now to where you want your surgical ablation practice to be, Medtronic

is uniquely qualified to help you navigate with more tools to treat more patients.

From a rich history of dedication to efficacy, science and innovation—we're blazing a new
trail with more progressive solutions from concomitant to stand-alone procedures. Only
Medtronic can give you the EDGE on your future, with the most products and educational
resources available. With Medtronic as your guide, the destination is clear.

Medtronic—50 years in arrhythmia management

©Medtronic, Inc. 2006 UC200700958 EN

-
HEART AND VASCULAR DISEASE * NEUROLOGICAL DISORDERS * PAIN « SPINAL DISORDERS * DIABETES Mromc
UROLOGIC DISORDERS * DIGESTIVE SYSTEM DISORDERS « EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT DISORDERS

Alleviating Pain- Restoring Health - Extending Life
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CARDIOVASCULAR
NEEDLE RANGE

QUALITY WITHOUT COMPROMISE

8\ Ethicon Products
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Return completed form and payment to: MACCS

International Organizing Secretariat

ALPHA STUDIO 19t Annual Meeting of the

Via G. Carducci 30 - 34125 Trieste, Italy Mediterranean Association of Uality by Friends®

Tel. +39 040 7600101 - Fax +39 040 7600123 Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery

maccs2007@alphastudio. it REGISTRATION AND HOTEL RESERVATION FORM

PERSONAL DATA
R

Profession I:, Cardiologist I:, Cardiac surgeon D Other (specify)

Title I:, Professor I:, Doctor

Private Address

Street
 SRREIER LRI : 1.“., .................................. : c.)l;r;ér.y. ..............................................
e e R IR
Work Address
Department ................................................................................
o '<).s.|).i£a.l./.lr‘1;t.i.tl.1£i.o TIER .r.Si.t.y ....................................................................................................
LR EIEEIEE
R SRREER LRI : ].t)., .................................. : <;L.Jr'1£r.y. ..............................................
e T R LRI
For future contacts use my D private address D work address
Accompanying person

Family Name First Name
Title D Ms. D Mrs. D Mr.

NOTICE: In keeping with article 13, Act n.196, enforced in Italy on June 30, 2003, concerning the right of privacy with regard
to the processing of personal data: this is to inform you that the personal data collected through the present form will be used
by Alpha Studio to fulfil the procedures required by your participation in the Congress. Data will be processed by electronic
means and will be available for you to be consulted, modified, updated or deleted (in keeping with article 31, Act 675/96).

| grant permission to use my data for the above-mentioned purposes. | understand that, without my consent, Alpha
Studio cannot process my registration for the Congress.

Date Signature

If you areElOT interested in receiving information on future scientific events organized by Alpha Studio, please cross
the box:



REGISTRATION FEE

Before June 30, 2007 After July 1, 2007
Participants L] € 350,00 L] € 450,00
Accompanying person D € 150,00 D € 150,00

DETAILS FOR THE INVOICE

INVOICE TO BE MADE OUT TO:

Street

T RMEREEILEIERERERERIEES : 1ty .................................. : ountry .............................................
PAYMENT
To process my registration

D | enclose a copy of the bank order of € (including bank expenses - read the instructions in the programme)

D | authorize the withdrawal procedure from my VISA credit card

Numberl | | | || | | | || | | | || | | | |Expirationdate(month/year) |_|_’ / |_|_|

Card Holder ...uuuiiiiiiiii i e Card Holder Signature ...........coeeeiiiiiiiiierinernnernneenneennns

HOTEL BOOKING: for booking conditions see instructions in the programme

Make a reservation: D SINGLE room D DOUBLE room n°ofnights ...............iiin
Name of the NOtEL ......ooiiii ettt as
Date of Arrival ........cccevvvviiiiiiinnnn. . Time of Arrival .........cooiiiiiiiiiiiie, D Late Arrival (after 22.00)

Travel by: I:I Car I:I Train D Plane - Flight n® ... ... Arrivingin: ..o
Date of Departure ...........cceeviiiinniiiiiiiinnneennnn. Time of Departure .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Special Requirements
D Non-smoking room D Special diet NEEAS ... ...ttt it it it et e

L] PhySICal DISADIULIES ... . eeeeeeeeeeee oo,
To guarantee my hotel booking, please note the following Credit Card details

L] visa [] MASTERCARD

namber L L L LI LI LI |Expirationdate(month/year) L]
Card HOLAET ......vveieeeeiiiieeeeeiiieeee e Card Holder SIgnature .................ccouveeeeeeiueeeeesiinneenns
DALE ..evviieeieieeeereeeeareeeeiaeeeeaaeeeenns SIGNALUNE ... .vveeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenaeeeenseeesseeeseeeenneee e
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History

Opatija, often called the Nice of the Adriatic, is
one of the most popular tourist rvesorts in Croatia
and a place with the longest touristic tradition on
the eastern coast of the Adriatic.

In 1844, Higinio Scarpa, a wealthy merchant and
patrician from Rijeka, ordered a villa to be built
for his wife Angiolina.

This signed the beginning of fame and fortune for
this area where, according to the oldest written
document, a Benedictine monastery was erected
in 1453.

Opatija was so attractive that, at the end of the
19th and beginning of the 20th centuries, it was
visited by the most prominent personalities of the
Furopean noble rank.

The royal families and the most distinguished
members of the Furopean upper class used to win-
ter; Isadora Duncan was known to have here her
secret shelter’.

In the 19th century several admirable buildings
were erected, all of them echoing the Renaissance,
Baroque and Neo-classicism architecture.

This made Opatija become the ‘little Vienna' of
tourism.

In 1858 doctor G.J.]M. Sporer undertook an intense
activity for Opatija to be recognized as a health
and seaside resort.

His efforts were shaved by Professov L. Schrotter-
Kristelli (a distinguished representative of Vien-
na’s School of Medicine who discovered a high con-
centration of aevosols in Opatija’s air) and by an
expert in balneotherapy, K. Carr; both praised the
therapeutic properties of Opatija’s climate, with
the purpose of setting up a sanatorium and other
health institutions.

A world-renowned surgeon from Vienna, Theodor
Billroth (1828-1894), who used to spend his holidays
in Opatija, confirmed the results of Professor Schrit-
ter-Kristelli’s studies, and predicted a brilliant fu-
ture of therapeutic and seaside resort for Opatija.
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CLIMATE

The Opatija’s riviera is a unique
combination of climatic opposites.

The average temperature in Opat-
ija is some degrees higher than in
the neighboring places, thus allow-
ing successful growth of subtropic
plants and camelias in its parks
(the camelia has been chosen as
the symbol of the town).

In Opatija you can swim until mid-
October, the average temperature
in early Autumn ranging between
23-25°C during the day.

At night the temperature is slightly
lower, therefore warmer clothes
are recommended.

WHAT TO DO IN OPATIJA

The Opatija riviera (25 km. long)
is spread along the coast: you can
rest on the beach or swim, take
long walks along the seafront (20
km) or make excursions to the
nearby mountains (up to 1400 m),
going through the Mediterranean
underbrush, evergreen and conif-
erous trees.

Tennis courts surrounded by a rich
vegetation can be found all over
the town.

In the numerous restaurants along
the riviera one can taste both Med-
iterranean and Central-European
cooking.

For more information
www.opatija-tourism.hr.




St. Jude Medical
SIM Rege Nt® Mechanical Heart Valve

Right from the Start. Proven Design
Unprecedented Performance

ANATOMIC PROFILE
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all the difference!
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